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 PREFACE - HOW TO USE THE PLAN 

 
 WHY IS A PLAN NEEDED? 
 
This plan is intended to fulfill the Coastal Area Management Act (CAMA) requirements for 
the preparation of a Core CAMA Land Use Plan.  This plan is organized to adhere to the 
15A NCAC 7B requirements.  The matrix following the table of contents specifies how/where 
compliance with 15A NCAC 7B is accomplished.  The reader should review Section 7, Tools 
for Managing Development which begins on page 156. 
 
This is a Core Land Use Plan.  The Core Plan is defined as follows: 
 

Core Plan: This plan addresses all of the plan elements in Rule .0702 of 
Section 7B (Elements of CAMA Core and Advanced Core Land Use Plans) 
in a complete and thorough manner.  These are summarized as follows: 
(1) Organization of the Plan, (2) Community Concerns and Aspirations, 
(3) Analysis of Existing and Emerging Conditions with the jurisdiction, and (4) 
Plan for the Future.  This type of plan is the standard CAMA Land Use Plan 
required for all 20 coastal counties. 

 
The reader should not attempt to understand the plan by reading only several sections of the 
document.  All sections of the plan are inter-related.  However, significant sections of the 
plan include the following: 
 
# Analysis of Existing and Emerging Conditions, page 11. 
 
# Analysis of Land Use and Development, page 51. 
 
# Land Suitability Analysis, page 74. 
 
# Plan for the Future, page 82. 
 
# Tools for Managing Development, page 156. 
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In addition to the CAMA requirements, there are other reasons to plan.  Swansboro has a 
great deal of influence on the way in which the town develops.  The buildings, facilities, and 
improvements provided by Swansboro affect the daily lives of its citizens, give form to the 
town, and stimulate or retard the development of privately-owned land.  In addition, the 
workings of the real estate market help determine the uses of private land, but these uses 
are regulated by Swansboro.  The town has an opportunity to coordinate the overall pattern 
of physical development. 
 
Swansboro is inescapably involved in questions of physical development.  At almost every 
meeting of the Board of Commissioners, development decisions must be made concerning 
rezoning, street improvements, sites for public buildings, and so on.  Swansboro C and 
particularly the legislative body made up of lay citizens C needs some technical guidance in 
making these physical development decisions.  Swansboro needs an instrument that 
establishes long-range, general policies for the physical development of the community in a 
coordinated, unified manner, and which can be continually referred to in deciding upon the 
development issues that come up every week.  The comprehensive plan is such an 
instrument. 
 
Once this plan is adopted, the town must realize that the plan is not the end of the process.  
Swansboro must continuously work at accomplishing plan implementation and establishing 
an effective planning program.  The town must view the preparation of this document as 
the first step in a continually evolving process.  
 
The policies and implementing actions section of this plan, pages 115 to 143 includes 
numerous recommendations for new regulatory ordinances and revisions to existing 
regulatory ordinances.  These revisions are essential to the successful implementation of 
this document.  No CAMA permits will be issued which are inconsistent with the policies 
included in this plan. 


